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What is the DFHP?

Á State, Federal, Tribal, NGO and private interests 
working together to protect and enhance arid land 
aquatic habitats and the species dependent on those 
habitats
Á 11 States

Á 7 Federal partners

Á 6 NGOs and Tribal organizations

Á 179 species/subspecies of                                                               
greatest conservation need

Á Recognized as a formal NFHAP Fish Habitat 
Partnership in Spring 2009



Why a Desert Fish Partnership?

Á52% of U.S. threatened and endangered fishes 

occur in the arid Southwest

ÁHabitat loss is a primary threat to aquatic 

ecosystems in this region

ÁConservation of aquatic resources is a 

fundamental issue facing people and fish sharing 

limited waters of the western states and Mexico



Why a Desert Fish Partnership?

Á Lack of a geographically relevant approach to 

improving aquatic habitat across the range of desert 

fishes in the arid West

Á Need for better coordination with habitat restoration 

efforts for other aquatic and terrestrial species

Á A clear need to prioritize limited resources to insure 

conservation of important species and habitats in the 

face of both anthropogenic impacts and ongoing 

climate change



Â Individual partner state Wildlife 
Action Plans identify detailed 
actions and strategies for 
species and habitats but donõt 
provide a regional focus to 
prioritize the most critical 
needs across the 
intermountain westor 
identify opportunities for 
cross-jurisdictional 
conservation

http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/conservation/comp_wildlife_cons_strategy/cwcs.htm


DFHP Purpose

ÁTo conserve aquatic habitat in the arid West for 

desert fishes by protecting, restoring and 

enhancing these unique  habitats in cooperation 

with and support of state fish and wildlife 

agencies, federal agencies, tribal governments, 

local partners, and other stakeholders.


