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Renewable Energy in California: The REAT
Implementing the Governors Renewable
Energy Executive Order

Renewable Energy Action Team

« Comprised of the four MOU signatory agencies

« Holds “top to bottom™ meetings every other week to address policy and
process issues

* Primary function is to coordinate permitting and process activities
among agencies

* Reports to policy team comprised of the Natural Resources Agency,
Commissioners, and Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land
Management directors

» Working technical unit for implementing the Executive Order
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Renewable Energy in California: The NCCP Act
Implementing the Governors Renewable

Energy Executive Order

NCCP and Individual Take Permit Provision
Comparison

Individual Take Permit (ITP)

NCCP

Intended for a single action with a
finite impact and conservation horizon

Intended for a range of activities that
would occur over the life of the permit

Usually a single project applicant

Often many applicants or local
government or state agency applicant

Project centric and oriented

Ecosystem or functional ecological
unit oriented

“Take” authorization standard is “fully
mitigate” all project actions

NCCP standard is “provide for
conservation and recovery” of species

No assurances

Department may authorize assurances

Applicant responsible for funding
entire range of mitigation requirements

Provides for state and federal
contributions to meet conservation
and recovery standard
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Renewable Energy in California: The NCCP Act
Implementing the Governors Renewable
Energy Executive Order

Natural Community Conservation Planning Act:
Advantages of the NCCP Approach

« Eco-regional in focus
« Consider and maintain ecosystem processes
» Provide conservation for non-listed species

* Reserve design and conservation actions implemented to maintain and
enhance sensitive species, facilitate the recovery of listed species

* Long-term Monitoring Framework

* Independent scientific review process
» Extensive stakeholder process
« Balanced Approach — Biologically driven, Development driven

» Acquisition and preservation actions funded by applicants with
contributions from state and federal government



Renewable Energy in California: EO Element 8:
Implementing the Governors Renewable NCCP Priorities
Energy Executive Order

» Current focus is on §
the desert with
development of the
DRECP

» Future development
of NCCPs for RPS
projects will focus on
»t he Modoc Plateau
and the Carrizo Plain

> Initial planning for an
NCCP underway for the
Altamont Pass Wind
Resource Area




Renewable Energy in California:
Implementing the Governors Renewable
Energy Executive Order

> NCCP 39 Plans

»Range from single
landowner to the Entire
Bay-Delta

»DRECP largest
24,300,000 acres

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CONSERVATION PLANS

DECEMBER 2009

HCP: Habitat Conservation Plan (Federal Endangered Species Act Section 10)
NCCP: Natural Community Conservaion Plan (Fish and Game Code §2800)
DFG Incidental Take Permit (FGC § 2081(b))

1. Green Diamond HCP
2. Pacific Lumber Company HCP

3. Mendocino Redwood Company NCCP

4. Butte County NCCP

5. Yuba-Sutter HCP (Potential NCCP)

6. Yalo County Heritage Program NCCP

7. Natomas Basin HCP

8. Placer County Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP) Phase |

2. Placer County Conservation Pian (HCP/NCCP) Phases Il and I
10. Solano Mult-Species HCP

11. South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan

12. El Dorado County HCP (Potentia NCCP)

15. Altamont Pass Wind Resurce Ares HOPNGCP
16. San Joaquin County HC

10 Santa Clara Valley NCCP
20. East Fresno HCP (Potential NCCP)
21. Los Osos HCP
22. Kem County Valley Floor HCP
23. Kem Water Bank HCP
24. Metropalitan Bakersfield HCP
25. Santa Barbara Mult-Species HCP (Potential NCCP)
26. West Mojave Coordinated Management Pan HCP
27. Palos Verdes Peninsula NCCP

@ 28, CentralCoastal Orange County NCCP

30086000000CE00866908 00068
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. San Diego Multiple Habitat Conservation Program NCCI
SmDQoE&ComtmerkHabmconsmmOpenSp»ePhn NCCP
. San Diego County Mutiple Species Conservation Program NCCP
. Impesial Irigation District NCCP
" Lower Colorado River Multiple Species Consenvation Plan HCP

CALFED NCCP Primary geographic area for restorasion projects
€3 CALFED NCCP Study area boundary

Early NCCP Planning Stages or Advanced HCP only
\ [ Advanced stages of HCP and NCCP planning.
5 Planning agreement is signed.
D Il HCP and NCCP approved, permitted and implementing.
Permitted HCP (with a 2081(b) Permit)

E Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
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Renewable Energy in California:

Implementing the Governors Renewable
Energy Executive Order

> NCCP 39 Plans

»DRECP largest
24,300,000

»Ecosystem Based
includes the entire
Mojave, Sonoran and

Colorado Desert Areas
in California

Oregon and Washington
Coast Ranges
‘ Western Cascades
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Renewable Energy in California: EO Elements 10-12:
Implementing the Governors Renewable The DRECP
Energy Executive Order

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan

Identify geographic areas designated for RPS project development
|dentify areas for conservation and species management
Focuses on the Mojave and Colorado desert regions

Goal is to coordinate and consider desert land uses and activities
during the planning process
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Desert Tortoise
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Project Members: Lucas Bare, Tessa Bernhardt, Toby Chu, Christopher Noddings,Melissa Gomez, Milena Viljoen,
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Renewable Energy Development in the West Mojave
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Bighorn Sheep
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Cumulative Impacts of Large-scale
Renewable Energy Development in the West Mojave
Effects on habitat quality, physical movement of species, and gene flow
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Comparison of Climate Model Results

N o
Bi-32

B 33-64

[ 1e5-128

[ 1129-256
B 257 - 512
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I 1,025 - 2,048

0 100 200 km
I —

Citation: Stralberg D, Jongsomijit D, Howell CA, Snyder MA, Alexander JD, et al. (2009) Re-Shuffling of Species with Climate Disruption: A No-
Analog Future for California Birds? PLoS ONE 4(9): e6825. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0006825
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Renewable Energy in California: EO Elements 10-12:
Implementing the Governors Renewable The DRECP
Energy Executive Order

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan:
Opportunities

« Comprehensive Conservation Plan at the Eco-Regional Scale

« Incorporation and funding for a long-term Monitoring Framework
that can incorporate ongoing research

« Flexible Conservation Strategy With Active, Adaptive Management
in Response to Climate Change

« Comprehensive regulatory solution, with Certainty and Assurances
for Developers

« Multi-Agency Implementation Framework

« Conservation Partnerships to Assist with Implementing
Conservation



Renewable Energy in California: EO Elements 10-12:
Implementing the Governors Renewable The DRECP
Energy Executive Order

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan:
Challenges

« Lack of information on Species Distribution, Habitat Associations
« Current Survey Protocols do not scale well for projects of this size

« Lack of detailed information on the interaction and response of
species

« Aggressive time frame

« Meeting complex and evolving conservation objectives over
multiple land owners and land uses

« Overcoming multi-agency culture and process impediments to
create a seamless and integrated permitting process



Renewable Energy in California:
Implementing the Governors Renewable
Energy Executive Order

Thank You!

Scott A. Flint

Renewable Energy Program Manager
California Department of Fish and Game
(916) 714-0774

sflint@dfg.ca.gov

A few resources for stakeholders...

« Department of Fish and Game Renewable Energy Information:
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/enerqy/

« Biogeographical Information and Observation System

http://bios.dfg.ca.gov/


http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/energy/

